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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-5981 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (June 30, 1987) 
CHARLESTON, ILL.--Paula Thrasher, a June graduate of Clinton High 
School, is the first recipient of the Cooley-Marathon Scholarship at 
Eastern Illinois University. 
The scholarship, a $500 award renewable for each year (up to four 
years) the student remains at Eastern studying business, was established 
by Rex and Nancy Cooley in cooperation with the Marathon Oil Foundation, 
Findlay, Ohio. 
Cooley, a native of Charleston, is senior vice president, finance 
and administration, of Marathon Oil Company. Mrs. Cooley is the former 
Nancy Ashworth of Cooks Mill. Cooley is a recipient of the Lumpkin College 
of Business Distinguished Alumnus Award from Eastern. 
Dr. Ted Ivarie, Dean of the College, said: 
"The money Rex and Nancy gave to start the scholarship was an act 
of extreme generosity. It is also highly symbolic of the fine 
relationship Eastern enjoys with the Cooleys, and with Marathon Oil 
Company." 
Ivarie said the award was based on potential for academic success 
and financial need. Miss Thrasher was sixth in her graduating class of 129 
students. 
The scholarship is administered through the EIU Foundation, a 
I 
not-for-profit organization designed to "promote excellence at Eastern" by 
funding University programs through private donations. 
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